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A LETTER to ABCD.EF, &. 


Concerning Their 


ARGUMENT 


ABOUT A 


Standing Army. 


Elieving, Gentlemen ! that 1 have given as good 

Proofs as any of you, of conſtant AlfeQtion to the 

true Conſtitution of the Engliſh Monarchy; I ſhall the 

leſs apprehend your Cenſure of (4) Apoſtacy, and be- Ca_)Pag.s. 
ing a (6) Conſpirater againſt my Country, it 1 publickly difſ- C9) P. 17. 
ſeat from your Poliricks, till better [nformation- 


- ” 
[ muſt own my ſelf to. be one of them, who 5n ther late Reigns pv 
could hardly afford our Kings ſo much Perogative, as wasneceſſa- 
ry to put 'in motion this Machine of our Government : being aſſured, 
that whatever Power was cither” in C. 2. or F. 2. wantots 
; b A 2 u 
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03) 
uſed to Ends quite contrary to thoſe, for which ſuch Power was 
Originally truſted wich the Crown. ip | 

And ſhould you be uniform in your Notion of this Govern- 
ment, and hold, that it is nothing elſe but the Meering of yur 
three States in Parliament ;, 1 muſt own, there were Times when 
1 was for clogging its Wreels: having ſeen how far the long 
Pentionary Parliament had advanced, towards putting on our 
Chains ; tilleven they were ſenſible, that the Papifts were ſup- 
planting %*em z and were turn'd to Graſs, for preſuming to en- 
quire ifito a Plot, to which themſelves had ſottiſhly contributed. 


After this,indeed,to {oliow the Alluſion,the Machine began to 
move naturally;theGuards,and the Papiſts with their Adherents; 
were ſo inconſiderable an handful, in compariſon of the Peo;.le ; 
that notwithſtanding the utmoſt Exertion and Expences of the 
Court, and of ſome Great Men, who blindly ſerved that Inte- 
reſt; and I may add, the whole Poſſe of one of the Ancient 
States of the Realm ; the colleCtive Body of the People, who, 
with a King at the Head of 'em, have fairer preterce ro be the 
Government, than a Meeting of your three States; prevailed ar 
EleCtions, to have ſuch Men returned to ſerve in two ſecceſlive 
Parliaments, as would in all Events approve themſelves to be 
Engliſhmen :.and, if they had been ſuffexed to Sir, would have 
prevented that Neceſlity which we ſince had, of aDeliverance by 
a Foreign Power. 

Then, I muſt confeſs, 1 was for rubbing up thoſe old Mann- 
ſcrips, together with an Obſolete Statute ; whiclbQueſtion, the 
Prerogative, for ſometime, aſcribed to the Crown, to diſſolve 
Parliaments at pleaſure: 1 am ſure, at that time, the Machine 
would have moved more naturally, without ſuch Prerogative. 

However, that was exercisd with the loud Applauſes of ma- 
nyof your new Friends, and Muſtroom Patriots, who will fall 
from you as faſt as they roſe; and that the Prerogative might a 
more naturally, and perform its Funttion, the Charter of the Ci- 
ty of London was condemned, by an Illegal, Uapreſidented, and 
Arbitrary Judgment : Many others were taken away by Force, 
or Fraud, and new Charters granted; in fome of which,not on- 
gu Governing part, who were poſſeſſed of the Returns, bur 

e yery EleQtors were named by the Court. And then the Meet- 


ww - -» 
g 
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ing cf che King wi-h the Lords, and theſe Garbled and new coat- 
ed Commons, was #h2t you call the Goverament : and zccor- 
ding to your Notion , for the P.opleto have caſt them off, would 
have beea Treaſon againſt the Conſtitution, tho as you m-y learn 
from Biſhop Bilſon ; the People ever reſerv'd to themſelves a 
Power to preſerve the Conjtitution. 

No doubt, your two States acted to your Minds, at their 
firſt Mecting the late King, when .mighty Endearments 
paſs'd between %*em: and They had certainly parted as 
kindly as they met, had not his Triumph over the Duke of 
Monmouth, with his blind Zeal for Popery, tranſported him to 
that ladiſcretion; which made the then Commons ſee, the Pa- 
piſts were coming too faſt and too thick into their Places : 
ſome, they would have been contented with, and would have 


" ſuffered the Frogs ro croak.jn the Kings Pallaces ; but were loath 


to quit the Rooms to em. 


But whatever you think, I can never reckon, that the Go- 
yernment was then poſſeſſed by Parriors: and I ſhall refer it to 
cooler Heads, whether 1 ought to incur your warm Cenſure ? 
if I think your Argument far from Demonſtration, that, in our 


- preſent Circumſtances, we have no occaſion for any regular For- 


ces, or ſo much as the ordinary Guards : but that the Defence 
2t Land,of our Religion, Laws and Liberties, under the great 
and glorious Preſerver of them, ought forthwith to be truſted 
wholly with a Militia, which your ſelves confeſs, not to be 
yet ſufficiently Diſciplin*d, nor is according to your Scheme of 
Government ; had its firſt Inſtitution in the Reign of C. 11. 
and fince that time, has ſignaliz'd it ſelf by ſuch Noble 


Exploits, as by your own confeſſion, the preſent Army can ne-Page 29 


ver bz brought to. 
It is well known, and has been proved in Parliament, how 


that Militiabroke in upon the Freedom of the EleCions of She- 
riffs for London, and made way for the falſe Return of Sheriffs 
choſen by the Court. This drew out that invaluable Blood, 
which ten times the number of che Forces then in Pay, dogſt not 
haveattempted : that Adlitia interpoſed at EleQions to Parlia- 
ments, as muchas their Courage and Opportunities ſerved, and 
ofcen kept Electors by force 7 ing z and terrifyed _ 
L wit 


» 


| | 
| 


. TL GR. EEE: TEES 


— —— ————_— 


[Pag: 8, 


with thtic Maskets loaded with Powder and Ball ; and tho? they 
fought not againſt the Duke of Manmonth, made a more Barbarous 
War vpon peaceable Voters for Parliament Men; the having 
Voted tor 4 good Engliſh Man, being ground enough for the 
committing Men to the. Caſtody of theſe Weltebred Gentlemen, 
whole I>ſolence was much worſe than the Continement. And 
they who had the good fortuneto be removed from them into 
Gartiſons, found a Difference,cnough to-conquer all Prejudice 
againſt Regular Forces. Then, according to the known Ob- 
'ſcrvation of that great Man, Chief Juſtice Hales, **© the Scarlec 
« Gowns in Ye minſter. Hall, were more dangerons and formi- 
& able than the Red-coats; and the bens placito Judges, with 
bigotted Juſtices of the Peace, and Deputy-Licutenan's, Ico%d 
on ffom the Pulpits, made a 444:tia much more deſtru&ive-of 
our Conſtitution, than thoſe Regular Forces are likely to be, 
which had as legal a Commencement, and have been made uſe 
of for better Purpoles. _ 
know, Gentlemen ! That I Labour with a great diſadyan- 
tige, in Offering any thing againſt an Argument, whica two 
forts of Men lnduſtriouſly cxtol, as-the molt perfett' that ever 
Gw. the Light; and who have before-hand prejudg'd all anſwers 
as fad and contemptible. Therefore it will be requiſite to 


*” ſhew ſome of your ImperfeCtions, before I enter upon the Me- 


tirs.of the Queſtion. 
I will atlow,that you have made a choice Collection of Events, 
which have bappen'd in ſome Ages ofthe World, and in ſome 


5. Places; and'if whar-bas happend rr or in former times, 


will came to paſs again; and the ſame cauſes will produce like effeits 

inal Ages ; the Story of Pififfraras, his making himſelf Tyrant 

of Athens by the allowance: of-fifry Guards, may be/ very perti- 

nentto our Times. But when you think of the Matter agzin, 

you will qualify. your. Maxim, and confeſs, that/the lame cauſes 

will not, produce like effeRs, unleſs the ſame Circumſtances 

concur, in patients as well as agents. A little-therefore, to 

fallow you 1n,your applying Scripture, 1 may ſay, moſt. of your 

inſtances are like the putting New Hine 1meo Old: Bottles; But, 

tauſethe context, which occafion*d'our Saviour's Compariſun z 
Can you make the Children of the Bridegroom fuſt while the Bridg- 
groam is with them? Or mult an Argument againſt. all waves 
Orces 


Forces he good now, becauſe ir may be hereafter, or was in the 
late Reigns? A : 
If accotting to one of your Scoticiſms, there ſhould happen 
P depoſition of .our Arms in other Hands than the, Miliria ; that is, Pag. 7. 
as far as I\underſtand the Diale& andthe Subj:& Matter ; if we 
ſhould wholly lay aſide our4f:lirsafor an other Land-Force;then, 
and not before,might your diverting Story of the French Colony 
in tre Wejt Indies, who made their Slaves carry their Arms, be 
very pointing. 
en you can make a ſetPd Government of that Parliament, | 
as you call it, under which = ſay Oliver Cromwell ſery'd, or Pag. 10. 
of that Government which General Afoxk diſplac'd, to bring in Pag. 28, 
Charles II. then you may have the greater colour to ſuppoſe as 
much probability, that King W:4:am, or his Proteſt ant Succeſſor, 
ſhould uſe the Army to deſtroy-our Conſtitution ; or rhat the 
Army ſhould bring n-King Fames : And with the ſame ſtrength 
of Imagination, with which you now apply thoſe Examples, you 
may believe,and expeR to perſwade others, that-Cromwelenſla- 
ved theNation with anArtny of but 1 z000,and that this onght ro 
warn the Lords andCommons againſt truſting His Majeſty with 
the like Force, tho? all or much the greater part compos*'d of 
+ Jo Men: but upon ſecond thoughts,poſlibly, you may con- 
eſs. 
1.1f Cromwell left behind him but17000 Men ; yet *tis no Ar« 
gument,that he made uſe of no-more in the bringing about his 
deſign : and *is certain more hit been under his Command, ia 
England Scotland,and Ireland, . 
2, If that inſtance were to the purpoſe,it would as much con- - 
clude againſt truſting the King wich the Command, even of the 
regular Mikitia which you propoſe. 

2. if Cromwe[PsGovernment was as much the choice of the Peo- 
ple,as the Government which gave way to him : this cannot be 
imputed tothe Army, but rather to the Incl nation of the Peo- 
ple toa Monarchical- Government : and it is paſs?d doubt that 
he had made himfelf King, with the full conſent of the People, if 
he had not feared theArmy,who in your fenſe, were the moſt op= 
poſite to his Enflavingthe Nation. 

4. In thinking that he Enflay*d the Nation, becauſe of ſetting 
afide a Limbof a Parliament ; you feem CT 


A 


Fi Pag. 7. 

| Pag. 6. 
"Jil The Iſrae- 
lites, Athe- 
{ | nrans, 
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Men than Mr. Harrington, who certainly meant Cromwel by 


his A-ch:n, in whom he thought it neceſſary to have a Legilſla- 
tive Power lodged; becauſec,unleſs it were in a ſingle Perſon, the 
Nobilicy and Gentry could never be brought to his Opinion :; 
and indeedCromwell may be thought poſſeis?d with that Notion, 
when he encreaſed the number of the Repreſentatives for Couy- 
ties. 

If you build upon. Mr. Harringeon's Fonndation,tis certain you 
can have noother Archon but K. Fames, or the K. of France; for 
you ſhew plainly you will not truſt him, who like another Moſes, 
has brought you to that proſpedt of the Land of Promiſe, which 
youſo pleaſantly entertain your ſelves with, and ſeem already 
to poſſeſs in thought, 

And when we are in that Utopian Sj ate, with which ſome ve- 
ry few Men's Brains are heated; then it may be proper to ob- 
ſerve what Maxims prevaild among the Athenians, Corinthians, 
and other petty Grecian Common-wealths : But I muſt not allow 
you the 1ſraelites,cither before they bad a King, like the Nations 
round about them, or after ; Not before, becauſe, contrary to 
your ſuppoſal - they ſuffered ſome of their Subjefts to make War 
their Profeſſion, having Men of Var diſtinguiſhed from others ; 
but chiefly, becauſe God himſelf was not only their Lawgiver, 
but kept the Adminiſtration in his own hands; and then there 
was nothing for your Ballance, between natural and artificial 
Strength, to work upon : nor could your Machine move more 
naturaſfy,after a Kiog was appointed; for the ſame Divine Au- 
thority fix*d the Bounds between the Prince and People : in Dif- 
ferences between *em, which would admit of ordinagy Reme- 
dies, the Sanhedrim had ſome Power to keep the Ballance even. 
In extraordinary caſes, God himſelf,jnterpoled, thro? the Mint- 
ſtry of the Colledge, or order of Prophets, which was to con- 
tinue to the coming of the Meſſiahz or, by the Illumination up- 
on the High Prieſt*s Breaſt-plate : but to confeſs my Ignorance, 
you are the firſt that inſtructed me, in their wearing the Urim 
arid Thummim on their Backs, as well as Breaſts. If we conſider 
the ordinary means their.Kings had, of ſupporting their Power, 
and protetting their Subjedts ; what think you of the ſelefted 
Band of 400, of which 2000 atrended- upon their fir King, 
1000 upon his Son? . Or do you believe Samuel a falſe Prophet, 
when 
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C7) 
"when, deſcribing that manner of their Kings, which ſome of your 
Friends have argued co be their Right? He tells *em, 

© He will take your Sons, and appoint *:m for himſelf, for his 
© Chatiots,and to be bis Horſemen; and he will appoint himCap- 
© tains over thouſands,&c. and he will take your Fields and your 
© Vineyards, and your Olive-Yards, even the beſt of %em, and 
© give them to his Servants. 

Notwithſtanding which, David made an Honourable Defen- 
ſive War againſt King Saw, and once had the King's Perſon in 
his power. 

And afcerwards, when Rehoboam went to Sechem, where all 
Iſrael held a Convention for the making him King ; he ha- 
ving headily rejected thoſe Terms, upon which the Crown 
was offered ; was forſaken by ten of the Tribes, who were a 
regular Army, with Tents ready pitched in the Field ; and no 
ſooner was the word given, to your Tents, O /-ael / bnt they 
were in a condition to chuſe a new King, and to make good their 
Choice. 

But I wonder not, to find you confound Examples of the 1/- 
ratlites, and other People, when reſpeCtively under different 
Forms of Goyernment ; ſince your Notions of thoſeGovernments 
which you would be thought beſt to underſtand, are confuſed, 
and ill jadged ; the manifeſtation of which , might ſuperſede 
the trouble of trzcing you from Mr. Harringtor's Oceana, from 
whence you derive your Gothick Ballance,and Notions of theGre- 
can Common-wealths ; which, how contrary ſoeyer, you would 
adapt to aScheme of yout own, Differing even from Mr. Har- 
rington : andpoſlibly,may think your ſelves able to new model 
this Government z the Marbine of which, let me tell you, can 
never move naturally, bit under a King. Yet of all Men, they, 
who are vain enough to think, if we ſhould be deprived of his 
Majeſty, the Light of our Eyes, a Commoh-wealth would (like 
2 new Creation) riſe out of that State of Darkneſs and Confuſi- 
on ; have the leaſt cauſe to inveigh againſt an Army : for if (as 


you obſerve) Sixteen Roman Emperors out of Twenty fix, were Pag, 27. 


depoſed and murdered by their own Armies, according to your: 
Inferences from what has hapned, an Army is moſt _ to give 
you opportunity of new modelling this Government. But I may 
well ſay, baving your Autbority * it, it is not to be conceiveds 

at 
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That the Nobility and Gentry will join .4n an unnatural Deſiin, to 
make void their own Titles to their Eftates and Liberties; and 
therefore your Author will tell you, that they are not fic Subjetts 
for a Common-wealth, unleſs they will mightily abate of their 
Plumes. But that virtuous Army, which you applaud, had it 
in their heads, that they were endned with allthe Virtue of the 
Nation: hence they garbled the Houſe of Commons, till they 
got a Funto to Vote no farther Treaty with K. Charles I. . The 
Azgitators and Levellers of the Army, propoſing to themſelves 
that Agrarian Law which greater Men had attempted in yain 
were vcry ſanguin in their Hopes of bringing things to Mr, Har- 
rington's B-llance of Power, in Property, more equally divided 
| than was allowed in that Law, by which Men enjoyed their 
bi Honours, and other Inheritances. For the ſake of this,the Con- 
| ſtitution was to be inverted ; and, according to your Grecian 
| Schemes, the Commons were to Engroſs the Power, and Lords 
| to come down to their Leyel. 
| | Theſe Chimerg's encountring and prevailing over the Phan- 
If tomof an Abſolute Power in the Prince, derived down from 
1} Adam ( where-ever his Heir, who had the Devine Right of it, 
hapned to be) brought C.I. to the Block ; under an Upſtart 
Court of Juſtice, wi-ich derived its Authority from the Army. 

Upon which occaſion, I cannot but think, that thoſe Denun- 
| _ cations of Judgments againſt the whole Nation, which are 
| thundred from the Palpits every Thirtieth of January, for the 
| Death of C.1. are juſt as proper as your Examples now, of 

1 what has hapned in Common-wealths many Centuries paſt. 
| But pray, Gentlemen ! be not ſo fond of your Notions, as 
from your Maxim , what happened yeſterday will come to paſs 
again,to conclude, that becauſe there once was a proſpect of 
| your Promiſed Land from Moxnt Piſgah ; when ſome were ele- 
| vated to the Hopes of Eſtabliſhing that State, which, like an- 
other Delos, the Birth-place of Apollo, had long been floating 
in their Imaginations; that therefore you can come ſo near 


You may remember, that it was the Obſervatiqn of a Great, 
tho? Unfortunate Man, fince Dead, who uſed to entertain him- 
felf with ſach Schemes, that there is not Virtue enough in the Na- 
rien for a Common-wealth ; Beſides, where are your Eſex's, 
Fair- 
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Fairfax's, and CromwelPs , to execnte ſuch great UndertaZ® 
kings? And what likelihood is there of a Concutrence of thoſe 
various Circumſtances, which brought it apon the Stage, as a 


tranſient Scene? Tho? we will allow Mr. F—--»,not to mention- 


any other, like Julixs Ceſar.to excel tam Marte ou Mercurio ; 
yet there is now no. probability of Laudear Impoſitions, to 
bring Scotch Generals hither. | 

But, as our Queſtion relates to the Engliſh Government, you 
myſt pardon me, if1 doubt, whether you underſtand our Con- 
ſtitution as well as you would be thought to underſtand the Con- 


ſtitutions of all other Nations, but chiefly of Republicks. 


If the meeting of Three States in Parliament is what you call our Pag, 3, 


Government, where is our Government while there is no meet- 
ing of Parliament ? By what Authority do they meet? And 
from what Authority can our Country, when under any w»happy 


Neceſſity, defend it ſelf by Arms againſt the Ambition of its Go» Page 12, 


verncurs ? Or chuſe New, upon any Forfeiture, DereliQtion, 


or other Vacancy of the Throne ? 
You ſeem to be very converſant with the Gotbick, Ballance, 


which you ſay, upon Mr. Harrington's Authority, not ob- 


ſerving to what end heuſed it, was Eſtabliſhed in all Parts of Pag- 4- 


Europe : Now Gentlemen I ſhould be obliged to you, if you 
would vouchſafe to inform me, in what part of Europe, King, 
Lords, and Commons, have made the Three States? As you are 
acquainted with the beſt Authors,l doubt not but you often meet 
with the Ordines Regni : I need not put you in mind of Grotiae, 
Conringizs,' and others, ſince you have fo lately read Mr. Har- 
riegton, from whom, in this particular, you take the liberty to 
diſſent : but I would glad! learn, whether Ordines Regni, and 
Status Regni, areuſed in different Senſes, in any of thoſe Ap- 
proved Authors ? And whether they were not the States off, 2 
Kingdom, which Grotixs held to have Authority to Reſiſt a 
King, ifhe ſhould Uſurp __ what was duly veſted in them ? 

Farther yet, when we had Leagues with France, and even 
with Scotland, Ratified by the reſpeCtive Kings, & tres Status 
Ktriuſq; Regni, how- could any of thoſe Kings be One of the 
Three States ? ht 

Truly, Gentlemen ! with ſubmiſſion to your Judgments, I 
muſt needs ſay, 1 ſee no harm in admitting that the Clergy. are 


B 2 one 
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( 10.) 
one of the Three States ; not only as the Legiſlative Power has 
given Law to theſe Srates, in limitting their Power, and ſetting 
aſide part of *em, the Mitred Abbots ; but as « State in Parlia- 
ment is far from implying « diſtin Negative : For if it does, 
according to the Ancient Modus texenas Parl. there are Five 
Negatives, beſides the King's: And according to a Statute 
which I could ſhew, the Cirszens and Burgeſſes are not only a 
diftintt State, butthe only Commoners repreſented in Parlia- 
ment. . 

If ſtill you would be underſtood according to common ſpeak- 
ing and iacendment, in relation to the diſtin Negatives in Par- 
liament ; then you muſt give up the Controverite which your 
Predcccfſors had with King C.I. about the doubtful meaning 
of leges quas valgus elegerit, by which the Commons urged, that 
the King was obliged to paſs whatever Laws they ſhould chuſe , 
though, as Truth is my Maſter, 1 muſt tell you, that Clauſe is 
no part of the moſt Ancient Ritzals, before, or ſince the reputed 
Conqueſt z nor is it now kept 17. 

However, I conceive you would be hard put to it to prove, 
that Three diſtinf# Negatives have been Eſtabliſhed all over Eu- 
rope by the Gothick Ballance, Suppoſe one ſhould be at the 
Pains to prove, that Lords and Commons Voted together, for 
ſeveral Reigns after the Norman Revolution ; and it after the 
Diviſion of the Two Houſes, one ſhould ſhew you ſeveral good 
and binding Laws, by Virtue of the King's Anfrer to the Peti- 
tion of the Commons, ( admitting that it were not without the 
Advice of the Lords ) how many diſtin& Negatiyes were there 
during thoſe Times ? 

To tell you the Truth, in this particular as in others, 1 could 
fhew you, the tacit Conſent of the People, in ſuffering Matters to 

row into Cuſtoms, together with Laws choſen in Parliament, 

ave varied the ſeveral Means of Preſerving our Fundamental 
Conftitution : But if. one can well apply an uncertain Notion, 
the Ballance has been ſometimes chicdy with the Zords, ſome- 
times with the Commons; and, tho? the Balance of Pro was 
never with the Xing z the great Merits and Reputation of ſome. 
of our Ds hrs placed the Balance of Influence, which in- 
ſenſibly ſu the greateſt Nature! Strength, chiefly in them : 


Norcan I be thoughy co Flatter, when 1 fay, the Balance not 
I _ ouly 
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( 11 ) 
only of this Nation, but of Europe, is in the Hands of King 
William; who uſes his Power ſo much for the good of Mankind, 
that ir muſt needs take from the popularity of any Method like» 
ly to remove it out of his Hand ; after he has Gloriouſly wreſt- 
ed it from a Powerful Prince, with vaſt Forces,entirely United, 
and Governed by the moſt Conſummate Humane Wiſdom and 
Experience. 

But, Gentlemen ! how much ſoever you may oblige His Ma- 
jeſty,by your generousConfidence in him,ſuitable tothoſe ineſti- 
mable Bznefits you have received from him ; certainly,the No- 
bilily, and Gentry, are much beholding to you, for your recom- 
meading the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Texures, which had ſo long 
been their Grievance, and the deſtru4ion of ſo many Families : 
for you in effeCt, tell **m, without a 24ilitia ſo conſtituted, there 
coy be no Safety. 

But, *ince you intimate, that all Nations, who have preſery'd 
their Libertics, preſery?d *em by a eMH'liria thus conſtituted. 
I thank you for ſupplying me with an Argument, which I neyer 
thought of, againlt the Suppoſition, that feudal Tenures were 
Badges of a Conqueſt by the Normans : for, it ſhould ſeem, they 
were in uſe among the Athenians, Achaians, ec. but then, how 
came they from the Gethick Ballance, which muſt be agreed, to 
have had a much later Eſtabliſhment ? And if yonr main Hypo- 
theſis fail , what becomes of an Argument founded upon it 

If you will ſay, That how great foever our Miſtake may be in 
this, the Subſtance is true, Thatthe Aſiliris muſt conſiſt of the 
Proprietors, ..or wecannot be ſafe: and this is Hluſtrated by the 
inſtances,where other Armies have deſtroyed the Governments 
but they which have flouriſhed for any time, always preſerved 
this Method ; ifRill the AGttis you now contend for, be not 
ſuch an one as obtained in thoſeGovernments,nor ancieatly here, 
do-you not conclude either contrary to, or without Premiſes ? 

fcer all, I take our Saxo- Britiſh Ballance, to be much better, 
and of greater Antiquity and Security, than your Gothzck.: 
which you may remember, your Maſter mentions by way of di- 
minution, as of barbarous ExtraCtion, and fit to be aboliſhed : 
and yet this, which that mare skilful Maſter-Builder rejeQts, 
you would make your Corner-Stone: 
Our Balance is neither your Gothick ppon _ 
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(12) 
Tenures, nor Mr. Harrington's Agrarian; which, notwith- 
ſtanding the vaſt encreaſe of the Riches of. this Nation by 
Trade, and the great intereſt that Cities and Borouzhs have had 


- in the Government, from before the Saxon Times, would fix it 


' upon Property in Land : but, as the Liberties of this Nation, 
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Pag.6,7. learnt from him, © That the 1/7aelites, Athenians, 


fiſt of the ſame Perſons 


| have been the true ground and encouragement to preſerve *cm, 


the Corner-ſtone of that Liberty was laid in a Free Elc&ion of the 
chief Officers both in Church and State, or at leaſt, of the means 
ro ſupport *em; and this by the People of the Land, in whoſe 
Hands the true Ballance of Property, has reſided : This is the 
moſt viſible means of preſerving the diſtin&t Rights of Xing, 
Lords, and Commons, and has a mighty tendency towards keep- 
ing the Balance of Power in a due libration, turning it ſome- 
times one way, and ſometimes another, according to preſent 
Emergencies: and whatever Shocks may have hapned, from 
unforeſeen Accidents, and extraordinary Interpoſitions, or Per- 
miſſions, of a Power over-ruling all Events: This has preſer- 
ved, not only the Outward, bur the Eſſencial Form of our Go- 
vernment. - 

The Lords were not, as you imagine, the great Commanders 
over the M6litia, meerly by Virtue of their Caſtles and feudal 
Honoyurs, but by the'free choice of the People : and thoſe Ho- 
nours and Authorities which have gone along with Tenure, 

roceeded from the ſame Choice z without which, the Sax0z 
ings could not make any Grants of that kind. 

You ſay, more truly thn gen think, That the Afilitia did con- 

as had the Property : But then you muſt 
agree, that without the Obligation of Duty and Oaths, upon 
your ſuppoſed Ballance between the Natural and Artiftciat 
Strengeh,no Prince could have been duly ſecured z unleſs you come 
to the down-right Common-wealth Principle, that a Prince 
ought to have no Power to defend himſelf, it they who have the 
Natural Strength ſhould think fit to remoye him, tho? withous 
any cauſe, but a ſudden Humour, or groundleſs Jealouſy. 

But you may learn of Mr. Harrington, That the Modern 2;- 
litia is direCtly contrary to all his and your Politicks : you have 
Corinthians, 
© &e. trained their own Citizens, and the Territories about 
© em, perpetually in Arms; and their whole Ns 
. oy 
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© by this means, became ſo many ſeveral Xfiliria's, A peneral 
* Exerciſe of the beſt of their People, in the uſe of Arms, was the 
* only Bulwark of their Liberties, &c. Their Arms were never 
* lodged in the Hands of any, who had not an intereſt in preſer- 
c ving the Publick- Peace, who fought, pro Aris & Focis. In 
©thoſe days, there was no difference between the Citizen, the 
*Soldier, and the Husbandman. 

But Gentlemen ! ls this the caſe now ? Riſumteneatis Amici ? 
Can you forbear Smiling at the ſimplicity of Mankind, to 
find, how many ſwallow your Notions; becauſe you talk fo 
finely for Liberty, a A1:tia to defend it, and Engineering in 
your Studies ? 

Pray read Mr. Harrington a little more carefully, before you 
attempt any more to build Caſtles at Anticyra. , He will tell you, 


© Modern Prudence is quite contrary unto the Ancient; for Ocean" 
* whereas, we excuſing the Rich, and Arming the Poor, become f.228. 


© the Vaſſalsof our Servants : they by excuſing the Poor, and 
* Arming ſuch as were Rich enough to be Freemen, become Lords 
* of the Earth. 

Is not your Militia according to that Modern Prudence, which 
he condemns ? But ſurely,you have much better Heads than your 
Maſter, if meerly by ſach a 241:ti4 as he would have changed ; 
for that of the ancient Common-wealths, you think to eſtabliſh 
one here ; or to retrieve the Glory of the Engliſb Nation, which 
as I ſhall ſhew, has been preſerved by much'better means than 
the imagined Gothick Ballance. 

To ſet your Miſtakes in a true Light, I ſhall ſhew more large- 
ly, than your Arguments may require; yet poſſibly, not without 
ſome Benefit to the Publick. 

1. That our Conſtitution is of earlier Date, and more popu- 
lar than you with Mr, Harrington ; and Dr. Brady will allow,and 
was defended by another ſort of Militia, than that by which 
you think it ſubſiſts. | 

2. The Situation of our Kingdom, has leſs ſecured the Con- 
ſtitution, than its own intrinſick Excellence, with the Valour and 
lategrity of the People : yet the continuance of our Conſtitu- 
tion to this day, has been chiefly owing to Divine Providence 
ſupporting it under, if not by, Alterations 10 your ſuppoſed 
Ballanse. : & * 
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z. In your Notion concerning the Ancient and Modern 


means, of preſerving our Conſtiearion, you are inconſiſtent with 


your ſelves ; the Author of your Politicks z the truth of Hiſtory, 
and right Reaſon. 

1. The Govertmetit you make to conſiſt of three Srares uni- 
ted by Tenures, for Counſel and Fight: which you Tuppoſe ta 
be derived from the Barbarous 'Gorhs, But 1 am afraid, you 0b- 
ſerve not what Company you keep, but inſenſibly fall jato Dr, 
Bradie*s Notion of the Tenants in Chief,with their- Tenants by 
Military Services : yet I cannot fay, but he might have learnt 
this of Mr. Harrington; and indeed, as it will appear, both 
have uſed that Notion to the ſame end : only, the Door 


has not the Gifr of ſo much Conſiſtency, as the Common-. 


wealth*s Man : for the DoCtor, after he had ſuppoſed theſe Te 
nures, firſt brought in by an abſolute Conqueſt, in another Book, 
without ſeeming ſenſible, that he labours againſt himſelf, ſpends 
ſome Leaves in proving theſe Tennces here before.” But both 
are manifeſtly miſtaken, in ſuppoſing, that the whole KingJom 
conſiſted of 60000 Knights Fees, or ſuch like number, furniſhing 
ſo many Men for the King's Service, which (as Mr. Harrington 
thinks) were the 44l:ti4 of this Monarchy ; but, Reta Lines 
eft Index ſub & Obliqui,which encourages me to preſent ſome of 
the Out-lines of our Conſtitution. 

I muſt take leave to diſſent from their Opinion,who will have 
it an exorich Plant, from the Romans, the Goths, and the Nor- 
mans; but as our Druids (who were $kiltl'd in all the Learning 


of the Grecians, taught the Garls, and Edward the Confeſſor,the. 


Normans, | 1ather believe, the Neighbouring Naxions refin'd 
themſelves by our Policicks ; who. being a thinking People, of 
Martial Diſpoſition, and great Integrity, took to our ſelves ſuch 
Laws as we found agreeable to our Sirnarion ahd [ntereff : and of 
ſuch kind they were,that whatever people incorporated with us, 
tho? they might be indulged their particular os in ſome 
Diſtrifts or Colonies; the Fundamentals ſpread over the whole 
Nation, and that eſpecially which Rome took from Greece ; Salus 

Populs ſuprema Lex eſto, | : | 
n purſuance of this, whatever Government prevailed among 
the ſeveral Diviſions of Men here, upon any ſudden danger, they 
choſe one who was Rex primws, of the nature of a Reman DiRi- 
| cor : 
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tor: Thus, in thetime of Falins Ceſar, the Supream eAdmini- Summa In 
ftration of the Government, and the War was by Common Canncil, i Belli- 
permitted to Caſſivelan : and, tho? Ceſar has no occaſion to ob- a 
ſerve the Nature and Power of our Common Conncils then, / | Ceaſe 
we may very well underſtand *em from thoſe of the Gauls, the lis perm 
Diſciples of our Draids. _ off Ca 
Then indeed, the Plebs were not admitted to their Councils ; Vane 
but they were only the Servants: all the reſt, were either Druids, 
or Solaiers. All theſe were Members of the Great Council ; but 
yer the Government was not according to your Scheme : for the 
Druids were wholly A the Wars, and yet maintaind 
an Authority ſo far, that the Judicial Power reſided in them ; and 
ata _ time of the year, all People took the Law from their 
Mouths. 
This Authority was of a long continuance ; tho? there was not 
your Libration between the Natural and Artificial Strength : 
and indeed, *tis acommon Obſeryation, that in almoſt all Go- 
vernments, the Mora! Power, which you call the Artificial, is 
weaker than the Natural; and yet, Senſe and Duty, and com- 
mon Conveniencies, but above all, Divine Providence, hold **tm 
very well together. 
But, whatever were the Authority of the Druids, or yet of 
their Princes; it was not permitted *em, to entertain any De- De Republi. = 
bates concerning the Commonweal, or Intereſt, bur in the <, + pet 
Great Council. And how much ſoever, the free Exerciſe of the ©*-#iwmn, 
Britiſh Liberties might ſometimes be reſtrained by the Romans, fr 
*tis certain, upon being forſaken by them, they choſe Kings to 
themſelves,znd often ſt %em aſide ; ſometimes with cauſe,ſome» 
times without. Thus it was, till the coming of the Sexers: ſoon 
after whoſe Entrance, there certainly roſe among the Britains, 
that Inclitws Rex Arthurws ; whoſe whole CharaQer, ſome will 
have to be Fabulous: but I baveit from Authorities much more "WG: 
ancient than Geffery of Monmouth, that he was Dux Belorum, 1 di & «1% 
I car ſhew an /nſpeximns of a Charter of Hen. I. which proves , 
a'Charter of that Inclitws Rex Arthurxs, then extant: an Au- 
thor of no mean Repute, who ſeems to have Tranſcribed part of 
the Domebec, or Book of ] nts, referr*d to in the Laws of 
Edward, the Son of King Afred ; derives Cuſtoms down from 
the time of King Arsb#r : and the Confiſſers Law em and 
WOLn 
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ſworn to by W. I. ſhews, that King Arthur [aid the Foundation 
of the Britsh Monarchy, by providing, that there ſhould be a 
Folcmote, or Aſſembly of all People and Nations, under the 
King's ProteQion and Peace: where they were by Common Conn- 
cil, to provide for the Indempnities of the Crown of the King- 
dom, and for ſuppreſſing the Inſolencies of MalefaQors, for tie 
good of the Kingdom. 

This Folcmote was, by that Conſtitution, to be held at & cer- 
tain fix*d day : the the Princes, Earls, and all the Free-men of 
the Kingdom, were to be Sworn- Brethren, to defend the King- 
dom, with their Lord the Xing, his Lenas and Honours, 

In this of being Swors- Brethren, ſomething of the Frank Pledges 
ſeems implyed ; bat that Inſtitotion was at leaſt greatly impro- 
ved in the Saxon Times, when ſeveral Laws were made concer- 
ning em ; but none that obſerve, ſeem firſt to raiſe theſe Pled- 
ges, but to ſuppoſe*em. The whole Nation of Free. men was 
by Tenns in a Company, and thence to Hunareds, to be Aſſocia- 
ted by Oaths, and Sureties for one anothers Obedience-to the 
King and Laws. The Maſters of Familics were to be Sureties for 
their Servants; and if any Man refuſed to enter into this Aſocia- 
tion,0r if others would not Aſſociate with him, he was deemed an 
Qut-law, deprived of the ProteCtion of the Laws ; and, to An- 


i$ ſer your Tale of the Wolves Teeth, was held to have a Wolves 


Head, 

For the better maintaining this 4ſſeciation, all Men were to 
furniſh themſelves with Arms, according to their Eſtates, Real 
and Perſonal ; and at a certain Day inthe Year, were in Perſon, 
to appear with their Arms, in Cities, Boroughs, Hundreds, ard 
Waepentakes, and to be ready to obey the King's Command. 

y Virtneofthis Law, Echelred cauſed all the Danes then in 
the Kingdom, to be kill'd in one day. | 

At theſe Times, the 45/;t54 and Civil Government, were en- 
tirely in the ſame Hands : but, if you reſort to your Balances, 
how much was there in it of your Gothick, _—_ Military Te- 
nures? or, how could the King, with the higher Nobility and 
Clergy, preſerve their Authority againſt the Property in the 
others? which according to Mr. Harrington, will naturally car- 
ry the Power; or the Natural Strength of theſe Armed Proprie- 


tors ; who, upon your Hypotheſis, muſ neceſſarily bave _ off # 
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both King and Lords : for you know, it t « aniverſally true, 
that where ever the Militia &, there ©, or willbe the Government in 
ſhort time. But yet, notwithſtanding the vaſt Over-Ballance of 
Natural Strength in the Proprietors of the Kingdom, who had 
ſuch opportunities of executing any Deſign they ſhould be tempt- 
ed to, yet the Laws, enforced by the Religion of Oaths, for 
many Cena:uries continued to work Impoſlibilities, according to 
your Notion. 

The Machine of our Government in thofe Times, may ſeem 
too large and unweildy for Mocion, eſpecially if it be obſerved, 
that for great part of the time, it rook ia the-whole Britiſh 
Iſland ; having one King, who had the Stile and Authority of 
King of Great Britain; tho? that was often deſultory, till it 
fx*d in the Weſt Saxon Monarch. | 

But the Government, even in your ſenſe, as 2a Meeting of the 
States of the Realm, will be more accountable, if we conſider, 

t. Thattill the time of Came the Daze, there was no one Mo- 
narch over the whole People, even of this Nation, any other- 
wiſe than as firſt King, or chief in Authority among others, 
who were Kings within their own Diviſions. | 

2, That they had their diſtinft Councils, yet the Saxons, with 
their Kings, often met in the open Air, in General Councils of all 
England, and yet the Danes,of whom we have lictle account, but 
iatheirWarsor Treaties with the Saxons,bad Councils by them- 
ſelves; The Welſh with their ſeveral Kipgs, by themſelves; And 
from before the reputed Conqueſt, there was at leaſt one Pala- 
tinate, where an Hereditary Earl with Regal Juriſdiction, held 
Councils of the nature of diſtinCt Parliaments. 

3. Sometimes the Laws of a Council at one place,were received 


| and ratified at atother, as may particularly appear in the reſpe- 


Ctive Ratifications of Laws, by the Great -Men, . and Free-hol- 
ders of Kent, and the Citizens of Londen, in their reſpeRive 
Courts; and that, tho” it ſhould ſeem that they had Legari,De- 
putics or Repreſentatives, ſent to the more General Councils. 
4+ The Brivs(b Law of Gavelkind,which if we may credit that 
French Copy of Laws, which paſſes for the Laws of W.1. con-+ 
tinued the Common Law-of the Kingdom, even to that. day z as 


# ic multiplyed common Inheritances, it did Crowns,, withia the 
! ſeveral Monarchies here: and when the Choice of the Peop!e 
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had mad. yartitions between the Sons of theic Kings, it became 


the more eaſy for the Freeholders, within the ſeveral Diviſions, 
to meet in their ſeparate Councils, withont Repreſentation. 

5. It does not appear, that the Freemen, or other Inhabirants 
of Cities and Boroughs, who were not Proprietors of Land, 
ever came. to the Great Councils in Perſon ; nor does it appear, 
that any oneancient Charter, in expreſs terms, gives%em aright 
to ſend Members thither z but this was plainly the conſequent 
of being a Gilda Mercatoria, or Fraternity far Merchandizing, 
or Trade; in which, they having a common Iatereſt, might c2- 
ſly, and naturally unite, in truſting that Intereſt in the hands of 
Headboroughs, or others, whom they might chuſe : *cis cer- 
tain, a Borough in Devonſbire, has in Parliament claimed the 
Priviledge of being repreſented by ewo of its Burgeſfes, from the 
time of King Atbe/ſtane ; nor was ſuch Claim tejefted. 

Tho” there were Tenures in thoſe days, they were not of any 
great weight in the Scale : three Incidents indeed, there were to 


' all Lands, not upon the account of bolding of the King, or any 


Perſon whatſoever, but in relation to the Preſervation of the 
Kingdom; in which reſpeCt, owners of Land may well be called, 
as they are in numbers of Records; Libere Tenentes de Regno. 
Theſe Incidents were the Expedition, and the Repair of Yub- 


lick Bridges and Caſtles, in proportion to the number of Acres, . 
and nature of the Soil. Diviſions of Countries, 1 find as early as - 


the year 664. by an Original C harter of that Date, and Baroniez 
2$ it ſhould ſeem, there being Barons : but if the whole Nation 


was divided into Baronies, it mult have been chiefly for Civil 
Juriſdiction, ſuch as inferior-Lords of Manors exerciſed at their 


Leets ; but the dependency of thoſe little Baronies vpon the 
greater, ſeems to have been the: conſequent of Charters of ex- 
emption from the Shire and Hundred Courts. 


hich Charters were not ted at the meer Will and Ptea-- 


ſure of their Princes, but by the conſent of their Great Councils ; 


| the want of- which Conſent, occaſioned the Vacating ſome of 


**m. One uſe of theſe, was, to makea certain Incorporation, 
naiting Men under one Head, who was thechief Officer, to an- 
fwer for. *em to the Crown, in the Colleion of Faxes;. as 1 


fox) the Twnſhip, that: is, Townſhip of St. Edmundibury, by a © 
Cagerof King Grace, put under the Adumckg, or Monk Neade, 7 
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; fer the Heregild and Shipgild, the: Tax for the Army, Navy; 
, for which, rom Taxes wend gravted, Lands were Calaable, a 

cording to the number of Hides; or otherwiſe, as they had been 
$ Surveyed beſore the ſuppoſed Conqueſt, and new valued after, 
, as-they grew better or worſe, That Townſhip, was for the pur- 
4 poſe I have mentioned, to have no other Hadeſman or Headſ- 
tT man but Neede, except their Biſhop : and this Headſman, I 
a" take to have been their Abbot, or of that nature: ſach-like 
Ly Matters obliged the Biſhops and Abbots, often to come to 
3 Court, with the Temporal Great Barons. Certain it is, the 
of 8 Conſtirution of Clarendon in the time of Hen. II. in affirmance of 
my the ancient Cuſtoms, before that time, require En as 
ie | wellas Temporal Tenants in chief, (who were immediately ac- 
ne | countable to the- King, for what was granted by others under 


their Juriſdiction,) to atterid him at his Court, at Chriftmas., 
Eafier, and Whit ſuntide;, there they were an ordinary Conncit, 
and Judges vnder the King, and his High Steward: which great 
ny } Officer, with the Martial, to execute the Proceſs, ſeem to have 
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he | been by Tenure, evenin the Saxon Times: thoſe Spiritual and 
d,. | Temporal Lords, I take to have been the Peers of the King- 
TH . dom, by whoſe Advice (according to the Confeſſors Law) the | 
b- 3 King wasduly to Adminiſter the Government ; but ig Matters 
es.) of common Concern.to the whole Kingdom, it was a received 
as: | Maxim, What concerned all, ought to be treated of by all, © 

ies |} lt muſt not be denyed, That the Ballance of Power was then 
on. # chiefly on the ſide of Property y and that, except in Citiesand 
vil } Boroughs, in Land, the Proprietors of which, as ſuch, were the 
eir- F Judges in 'the County Courts, and from thence united: in the 
the.. © Great Council: if with Mr. Harrington, we ſuppoſe the Land 
exe Þ divided among the Tenants, by Military Services ; then-we 


may believe Dr. Brady to be in the right, that they were the 0n- 
ea-- ly Members of the County Courts; butthen, accor to his . 


ls, * firſt interpretationof King Fobn's Charter, they, as the leſs Te- 
of ' nants in Chief, had general Summons to den Perſon at the Com . 
On, nou Council. of the Kingdom. | 

an- | That the Tenants by Military Tenapes, were not the only 


as I Proprietors of Land, who were a the Ordines Regni, at the 

1 Nattonal Councils, before the time W.1, moſt will agreez nor 

is there colour to believe the cohmrary : but thea many will have 
is 


 _ 
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it, that he in the right ofa Conqueror, ſeiz?d all the Lands, and 
granted %em out to his Followers, to hold by Military Tenure, 
that then begun your Goebick Ballance ; but ir will appear, that 
V/.L entered with Title, from the Choice of the People of Eng- 
land, in the life-time of his Predeceſſor, and was eleQted after, 
upon his making a League in a Council at Berkhanflead, where the 
great Body of the Exgliſh, who never came up with Harold, to 
the Battel ; according to the ſenſe of the Learned Pufendorf,, 
which a certain Biſhop has uſed to a quire contrary Purpoſe , con- 
tinued .in a State of War with YY. till they had ſecured their 
Terms: afcer which, he was again formally Elefted at his Co- 
ronation, upon taking the Oath of the Saxon Kings, and,parti- 
cularly, more than once, ſwore to the maintaining the Laws of 
the Confeſſer, or the approved Laws and Cuſtoms revived, or 
aficmed 1a bis Reign. By one of his Charters, one would be 
induced to believe,that it was an ancient Uſage received by him, 
to repeat-the Oath every Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and VPhitſuntide : 
that he did not poſſeſs himſelf of, or pretend right to all the 
Land of the Kingdom, is evident todemonſtration, by the great 
Survey, called Doomſday-Book,, in imitation of the like, made 
in the Saxon Times: yet a mighty Revenne fell into the Crown, 
by the Forfeitures of Harold, and others, who had taken Arms 
for Harold, or aſſiſted him : of thoſe Lands many weregranted 
out by Military Tenure ; which the Clergy would have an Ar- 
gument, - That the Nation was Enflaved, becanfe they who had 
been exempted from all ſecular Services, were brought under 
this, tho? by a Law. | 

But it appears by that Survey, that great part ofthe Kingdom 
was omitted, being (as it ſhould ſeem) exempted from all feu- 
dal Services z and even where the King's feudal Tenants are 
entered, we find many. under them, who held upon ther own, 
or Anceſtors Right, and that in the ſame manner as in the time 


_ of King Edward T RE, which fomegby an vnlucky Blunder, baye 


taken for Terra Regis Edward: : among thoſe uader-Tenants, we 
find Alod5arii, who feem free fromall feudal Services, and Soc- 
mann, Or —_ z who, tho? they were Reſiant within the So- 
cs, or Juriſdiction of a'Mannor, held either by -a Roſe or Pep- 
per-corn, a ſinall quit Rent in Silver, or the like. 

However, 
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However, the weight caſt inte the Regal Scale, by the For- 
feitures z moſt of which, I may admit, 'ro; have been granted out 
by Military Tenures,(yet not withouta Parliamentary Conſent 
together with the Reputation of that King's Arms,andthe Wil- 
dom of his Adminiſtration, gave lim an Authority, which freed 
the Crown from Pupilage : and yet, notwithſtandingall the Ad- 
vantages of Power, which he had, with the greatnumber of Fo- 
reigners ſetled here, as an Army in perpetual Pay, of whom ma- 
ny, before they could gain Eſtates here, were ky chore _ 
Religious Houſes, and by degrees, became their Tenants ; //.L 
neither did, nor could violate the Conſtitution of this Governs- 
ment, invadethe Property of Particular Perſons, or ſo much as 
pretend, to fixthe Crown in his Family, without the conſent of 
the Nation : but at RD -Ion Sy enough declared,he had 
no right to do this z and that if he ſhould attempt it, *twonld 
occaſion greater Diſorders than proceeded from his Acceſſion 
to the Throne. 

The freedom of the EleCtions of Kings of the Norman Rice, 
and their obligation to keep the Saxon Laws, is manifeſt, by the 
Standing Ritual for the Coronation of the time of Hen. I. agree- 
ing ia Subſtance, and for the moſt part in Words, with that 
which was ſctled in the Sexoz Times. 

For ſome part, at leaſt, of thoſe Times, the Clergy were pro- 
perly a third State, in Mr. Harringtow's ſenſe, having a third 
part of the Property in Land : but it cannot be ſaid, that Pro- 
perty was ſo much the occaſion of their ſtanding up for the 
Engliſh Liberties, againſt the Encroachments of ſome of our 
Kings, as the ſubjeCtion they were under to a Foreign Power : 
certain it.1s, their interpoſition ofcen tarn?d the Scale; but this 
was chiefly from a ſpiritual Authority, which is 2 Strength ſa- 
peradded, both to your Natraral and 2Artificial Strength ; and 
very often, if not for the moſt part, has diſpoſed of both at 
pleaſure ; but Religion has nothing to do with your Politicks. 

If we take a ſhort View of the Period of Time, from the 
entrance of YF. I. tothe 49:h. of Her. III. till which time,ſome 
willſuppoſe; that Mr. Harringeon's Gothich Ballance, continued 
it's Libration; it will appear, that there was neither the Gotbick 
Ballance, nor Mr. Harringtows, noT yer Your Own. wh 

cn 
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Whenthe Great Contcils were fummoned, 'upon ſpecial Or- 

caſions; not coming upon the uſual fix'd day, the Tenants in 

Chief (for the moſt at leaſt,) had ſpecial Summons, and 

all the Libere Tenentes de Regno, Freehol of the Kingdom, 

gs well as Tenants by Knights Service, had a general Summons: 

ofcen all that were able, came in Perſon ; and ſometimes they 

choſe Repreſentatives: bur the Citizens and Burgeſſes, who 

even after the Reign of Her. [1I. were accounted the only Com- 

mons, ſeat their Repreſentatives. 

The Riſe to the ſpecial Summons, as I can ſhew from an Au- 
thor of the time, began in the Reign of Hex. 11. after his Vito 
ry over his Son, and the Great Men ; who, by the inſtigation 
of the French, and the Home-Clergy,-joined' in that awnnatural 
War : but the Body of the Freebolders, the Grands of the Coun- 
ties, was ſo Great, that as Marthew Pars ſays of the Baronage, 
or Nobility of his time, Queſs ſub numero non cadebat, they were 
ſcarce to be numbred. 

That the Freeholders were at the Great Councils, either in 
Perſon, or by Repreſentatives of their own chuſing, is evident 
by many Records, before the 49th of Her. 111. and Dr. Brady 
the great Advocate for a Conqueſt, and your ſuppoſed Gotbich 

Ballance, which he takes to have been Eſtabliſhed by- that, bas 
iven up the whole Controverſy, by an unlucky dividing the 
aſes of King Fobr*s Great Charter; ſo, as to make the Te- 
nants in Chief, a Council diſtintt from the Common Council of the 
Kingdom, and to allow, that the Intereſt there, of the Cities and 
Boroughs, and the Vills, Townſhips, and Farms in the Country, 
is expreſly provided for. 
About the latter end of the Reign of Her. Ill. an Alteration 


_ astothe Members of the Great Council,ſeems to have been fix'd : 


numbers of the Principal Nobility having been cruſhed by the 
fall of Earl 2ountfort, had their Eſtatts confiſcated, and were 
| var venture their Perſons in that War, which engaged the 

of that time,for the recovering our Saviour's Sepulcher. 
This made it the more eaſy for Hen. Ill. with the Citizens and 
on his fide, to leſſen the Power of the Proprietors of 
| ancient Baronage of the Kingdom; and to content the 
Inferior Barons with the ExpeQation, hat in their turns, they 
might ſerve in Parljatment, or be Repreſented by ſuch as they 
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ſhould chuſe. Yet at the firſt ſending Repreſeatatives,and long 
after, they ſeem not to have put an entire' confidence in their 
Deputies, but limited their Powers ; and often, the Repreſenta- 
tives would not venture upon arduoms and unexpeRted Matters 
without conſulting their Principals. , 

But ſee how the Matter then ſtood, as to the Ballance between 
the Artificial and Natural Strength ; the Militia ſtill ſtood upon 
the old Bottom: every Freeman was bound to be aiding to the 

King, to prohibicunlawful Force, and puniſh Offenders ; and, 
as late as E4.1Il.Men were to be Armed a4 in the time of his Proge- 
nitors ; were not to go out of the Shire but in caſes of Neceſſity, 
and then were to ACt for the Defence of the Realm ,as inTimes paſt, 

[leave it for you to make out, how the Ballance ſtood within 
the ſeveral Periods ; how upon comparing one Period with ano- 
ther z and how far the Conſtitution continued fix'd, if it ſubſiſt- 

ed by your Ballance. 1 

2, In the mean while, I take leave to ſhew very briefly, that 
the Scituation of our Kingdom, has leſs ſecured our Conſtitution 
than'its intrinſick Excellence, with the Valour and Integrity of 

the People : yet, its Preſervation hes been chiefly owing to Di- 
vine Providence, ſupporting it under, if not by, ſome Alterations 
in the Balance, | 

That the Scituation has not preſerved the Conſtitution, is evi- 
dent, becauſe of the ſeveral ſucceſsful Invaſions of Romans, Sax- 
ons, Danes and Normans, I may add, of the Pitts and Scors. 

Bur, Gentlemen! you ſeem to have forgotten, that there is 
another diſtinft Kingdom, very Populous and Warlike, and an 
ancient Ally and Favourite of France, upon the ſame Iſland with: 
us: inreſpet of which, we are upon a Continent which makes 
our State-the leſs Secure, | 

nd yet, it is the Obſervation of the Learned Chief Juſtice 
rieſc that this Nation has from before the Entrance of the 

Romans, been ever Governed by the ſame Cuſtoms, which muſt 

be meant of the Fundamentals of Government ; and it is his Con- 

cluſion, that therefore they muſt needs be the moſt Excellent. 

- The Excellence of theſe Laws, has made em worth Fighting 
for ; the Valour of the Natives has rarely been wanting 1n time of 
need ; and theiincerity bf their Intentions, was ever Crowned 
at- the end. | | 6: 
But ſome there are, who __—_ Eſtabliſh a Common-wealth up» 

, On 
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on Mr. Hebby*s Principle, of conſidering Mankind as without 
God in the World : from whence they conclude with him, thar 
every Man will do all the miſchief in his power. | 

\W hatever truth there may be in that Obſervation, I cannot 
but think, there is more weight in Groti his Proof of a Deicy, 
from the manifeſtations of that Providence, which has in all 
Ages interpoſed, for the preſervation of that Form of Govern- 
ment which has been long Eſtabliſhed, and Baffies the Contri- 
vances of Men, who think to Govern the World by Priuciples 
of fancy'd Mathematical certainty. 

But, tho? you may think it a ſtrange Paradox, I need not 
ſcruple to affirm, That unleſs Providence had brought abour 
Changes in the Z:bration, according to the various Exigencies,' 
it had becn morally impoſlible, - that our Conſtitution ſhould 
have continued co this day. I might ſhew this by ſeveral Chan- 
ges which have happened in relation to each of your Eſtates : but, 
take the Lords and Commons to have conſiſted only of Tenants, in 
Chicf of the Crown, and their Tenants by Military Tenures,or 
that other Freeholders had te ſame Right; it muſt be granted, 
that from the time that the Perſonal Right of the lower Nobility, 
was changed into a Right of Repreſentation, the Ballance muſt 
needs have conſiderably altered one way cr other: but, had the 
Perſonal Right continued to this day, the Machine of this Go- 
vernment mult have been too unweildy to at regularly ; eſpe- 
cially ſince the Statute of Quia Emptores Terrarum, which has 
ſpread the Property of Land into more hands; beſides the great | 
Acceſſion 80 the Power of the lower Nobility, by the Diſſoluti- 

-on of Monaſteries, and Diſtribution of their Lands: 

3. Which leads me to the more particular conſideration of 
your Compariſon, between the preſent Afiliriaand the Army in 
queſtion ; the Security from thatalone, and the immediate dan- 
ger to the Conſtitution, from this, or any part of ir, even in Ga- 
riſon: byt, before Tenter upon this, it will be requiſite to ſhew, 
what is no part ofthe Queſtion, tho? artificially interwoven with 
it ; and what is the true Queſtion, 

1. The Queſtion is not of a Sranding Army to bebrought in- 
to our Conſtitution, as acontinuing part of it ; but of the keep- 
ing up a Land Force, till the King, and his Great Council, ſhall 


think our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, are in a good ſtate of 
Defence without *cm.. 2. Much 
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2 Much leſs is it, of an unlawful Aſſembly, met, or kept to- 
gether, without Law ; ſuch (as you ſay) the Pentionary Parlia- 


ment voted a Nuſance ; tho? I confeſs, I do not remember any 


ſuch Vote: nor havel heard, that any Man had been ſent\to 
the Tower, for what he had ſaid about Guards, but for counter- 
ſigning a Warrant for Commiſſionating a Popiſh Officer. 

3- It isnot of an Army of Mercenaries,who are kept up with- 
out the Nation's Pay, and Conſent - which ſtrikes off all your 
Inſtances of Arbitrary Power, ſupported by the Armies of the 
Grand Seignior, and other Emperors, and Kings : who have co- 
lour of a Law, either for that Property in them, which frees 'em 
from any recourſe to the Subjects Grants, or for that Authority 
which commands the Property. 

And your own Oracle. would have taught you, that in thoſe 
places the Property commands the Strength, - and not the 
Strength the Property : but,indeed;that Property is far from his 
Agrarian, But methinks,you might have left Sweden out of your 
Catalogue of Kingdoms,Enflay*d by Armies of Mercenaties;ſfince 
their Army is no other than a A/itia;and thePoles,whom you own 
to be a Free People,have as much a Standing Army as the Swedes, 
only that they have not ſuch an Eſtabliſhment for their Pay, But, 
if the Militia ſhould be Regulated, according to your Propoſal, 
their Fund bet perpetual, muſt render 'em more dangerous 
than an Army, which has no Pay, but from the free Gift of 
the People. | 

4. It is not, whether a Militia of Proprietors kept in Exerciſe, 
according to the Cuſtoms of thoſe Common-wealths, which you 
propoſe as our Pattern, would not be the moſt likely to ſecure 
Property, after they were made ſerviceable. 

But ic may deſerve conſideration. 

1. What may be thought of your Notion and Inſtances of 
Armies, within the Seat of Government ? 

2, Whether we have not formerly had, what might as truly 
be accounted a Standing Army, as this in Queſtion? And what 
have been the conſequences of ſuch Force, or were likely ? 

3-, Whether, ſince the Proprietors have forborn Exerciſe, 
and the lower ſort of **m have been Diſarmed, to bring them 
in ſubj &ion to the preſent 4liria, (and this, by your own 


confeſſion, is not yet ſufficiently Diſciplined,) we may ſecurely 
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Disband all the Forces, while France keeps up theirs, and King James is yet 
at St. Germains,and has the Command of near 20000, Iriſh; Scotifſh, and Engdi/n, 
Papifts, kept in Pay by Contributions from hence, or the Rom'ſh Clergy a» 
broad ; befides the ſeveral Regiments in Lancaſhire, and elſewliere, ready 
Lifted for bis Service ? 

1. I hope you will-pardon me,if 1 azk, What you mean by the Seat of Gower n- 
ment * To keep ſtrictly to your Notion of the Ballance, it muſt be meant, 
either of your Subjef of Power, the King, Lords and Commons Aﬀembled 
in Parliament, or of the Place of their Meeting; from which, all but your 
Old Friends, wou'd agree, Thatthe Militia ought to be kept, as well as other 
Forces. And yer,not long fince,one of thoſe States delired Forces to Guard 'cm. 

But, if you mean, the place or places Inhabited by them, with whom the 
Right has reſided, of conſenting to Laws in Perſon, or by Repreſentation 3 
your Odſervation cf the Roman Law agaivt a Generals paſſing the Rubicon, 
will not be tothe Point : fince that River only parted /taly from Gallta Togata, 
which enjoyed the Roman Laws and Liberties: and either the generality ot 
the Proprietors of Land, or at leaſt the Cit:zens of Reme, who had their Coun- 
try Vills there, or exerciſed Trades, were part of the Rural Tribes, 

Bur ſpeaking of the Romans, among others ; you ſay, none of thoſe Nations, 
while they kept their Liberties, wereever known to waintain any S1Idiers in con- 
ſtant Pay within their Cities ; according to which, unleſs your Rule varies in 
this, as in other Matters, by the Seat of Government, you mean the Capital 
oy 3 and thus the City of Rome was the Seat of Empire: but then, this wiſe 
Obſervation comes tonothing z ſince no Man pretends, That F.egular Forces 
ſhould be kept up in Londox, or indeed, any wherein conſtant Pay. | 

But ſurely, you are very unfortunate, in urging to your Purpoſe ; either, 
I. The Wiſdom of the Romans; or, 2. The Story of Fulins Ceſar. 

1. 'Tis certain, the Roman Politicks were quite contrarggo yours : for they 
in Times of Diffculcy,preſcrved their Liberties by Confidence, while you wou'd 
ours by vel; and if your own Maxim holds from what has been, we may 
conclude from thePrefidents they have ſet.that it is ſafer for the People to tuft 
aG reat Man,who is concerned for their Liberties,vi h a Power,u hich poſſibly 
may be in, urious to them,than not to give h'm Power to Guard £m.You very 

He had under well know, of what conſequence the Authority of their Di#ators was : and 
im 120000 whether Pompy ever had the Name, I will not ſay ; but that he was the thing 
Poot,and 4000 Is palt queſtion ; he having beentruited with the abſolute Command of their 
Yorſe, beſides Land and Naval Forces for #bree Tears, with Power to make War and Peace, 
ower to make and even the Diſpoſing of Kingdoms: and yet there was no Miſchief from 
Levies, thence apprehended, or found by them, who were poſſeſſed of the Goyern- 
ment at Home, tho'* they had but your Artificial Strength, while the Natural 

was ſo largely. and fo long, with him, as upon your Principle, mu't have 

wrought a Diſſolution of their Government, And, 'tis as evident, that in ano. 

ther particular, they were far from thinking, that their Artificial Strength muſt 

be deſtroyed, if the chicf Nataral Strength were truſted in other Hands than 

theirown Militia; fince they frequently put it into the Power of their Atl es, 


. turning to 'em inthe hentof Adtion ; two thirds their poleer was hy oY 


Maps ; : - ly 
being Auxillaries, and cherein Mercenaries: which ma occaſion wor 
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2, Nor are you more Fortonate, in refercing to the Story of Julix Ceſar, 
whoſe Ations are a nearer Parallel, than you ſeem willing to believe, tv thoſe, 
for which future Ages will admire King Wilian, as much as the paſs'd have $9 Oceana. 
that Great Man, who, in your Opinion, preſs'd on, to the total Oppreſſion of the Czſar's 
Roman Empire : when, in all human probability, he alone prelery'd it» Of Arms extin. 
whom, it may not be improper to conftder theſe Particulars : guiſhed Li. 

. 1, Who but Ceſar could, at that time, have added ſo vaſt Territories to berty, 

the Reman Empire : ſubdued the Warlike Germans, ſubtle Gauls, and deſperate 
Switzers, with ſuch handfuls of Men, in compariſon ; and Men, ſometimes firuck 
with the greateſt panick Fears, forgetful of all their Diſcipline, and even of 
late ViRtories ? 

2.. Who but Ceſar, could then haye preſerved the Majeſty of the People of 
Rome, violated in their Tribunes, by the inſolence of the prevailing Faction 
of the Senate , who were upon Eftabliſhing an Ariftecraſy ; or elſe of Pompy, 
who would bear no Equal ; and thouzhr kis former Victories, and a more nus 
merous Army under his Command than Ceſar's, were able to ſet bim over the 
Hzads of Mankind ? And who, tho' he had voluntarily quirred great Armies, 
while he maintain'd an unrivalled Superiority in the State, had certainly other 
Thoughts, when he found Cefar's Glory to diminiſh his, 

3. Who but C/ar, would hare uſed ſo much Lenity and Moderation, to 2 
Powerful Party at his Feet, which had been contiinad againſt him in Intereſt, 
and a miſtaken Priociple, of adhering to the ſuppoſed Right of that Govern 
ment, which he diſplaced ? 

4. Who bur he,could have removed the Prejudice againſt that Power which 
had been ſo tyranically Exerciſed by their Kings, who had made that Name, 
fo deſervedly odious among them ;z and yet, not only mainrained the Power 
without any ſuch imputatiun, hut left his Memory confecrated to all future 
Ages, by the moſt popu lar AﬀeCtion that ever followed a Prince to his Grave ? 

$. Who buthe, could have ſer a Pattern for Military Difcipline,- which all 
the Refinements of Modern Studies, and Experience, pretend but to'follow ? 

6. Who but he could, next tohis preſent Majeſty, be a greater Confutation of 
your Nation, of G »verning the World by your Ballance of Nataral Strength, or 
Mr. Harringtin's, of commanding Strength by Property, and that in Land ? 
fince the Life of Cxſar, and his preſent Majeſty, ſhew, That where the Divine 
Power marks out a Man for great Revolutions, it gires him an Authority of 
Influence, which is beyond all the Armies and Riches ig the World, And | 
might add, that both their Lives are a confutation of your Principle; but ra- 
ther Mr. Hebbs's, That every Man will do all the Miſchief he can : and will, 
upon better Authority of Reaſon and Example, eftabliſh it for a Maxim, That 
only an ill Man will do all the Miſchief in bis power , but a good Man will exert 
bis, in beneficence to Man ind. | This is his chief and moſt natural Delight. I 
may add farther, to evince your unhappineſs, in mentioning the Story of Fa- 
Is Ce ar, that his Army was not only compoſed chiefly of Citizens of Rome, 
and therein of the nature of your Militia, but had.not been kept within the Seat 
of the Empire. And therefore, was improperly urged, to thew the danger of 
keeping a Standing Army of Mercenaries within the Seat of Government, Nor 
will your inftance of the Lacedemonian Politicks hold, if they kepc any Stand- 


ing Army in the Proyince of Laconis, 
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| Whatever hapned thro' the prolonging Ceſar's Command,the wiſeſt Man of 
Vid. Cic. de that Age, who ventured the fartheft for the Roman Liberties, and ſhew'd, That 
w. Conſular, he was far from being of Ceſar's Fattion, inſiſted upon it, that tho' he had 
ſubdued the Gauls, there was not yeta Peace ſufficiently ſercled; and iſhe were 
not enabled tofiniſh what he had brought to that Head, they ought ro fear 
the revival of a moſt dangerous War. | 

2. But,let us a little Examine, Whether, if by the S-at of Government, be 
meant the Kingdom of England? We have rot been uled to Armi:s, much more 
likely to overthrow our Conſtitution, than the Furce inqueſtion can be ima- 
gined tobe, If you think a little of our Story, and the nature of onr Mili. 
tary Tenures, with the proportion they bore to all the Freemen of the King- 
dom, who were to be Armed and Exerciſed according to the Diſcipline of 
thoſe Ages, and the Advantages the others had, and ſometimes took, of ſur. 
prifing them ; you will find the Tenants by Xnights Service, a much more nu- 
merous Army, with greater opportunities of deftroying the Conſtitution ; and 
that they went further rowards it, than it can be thought, the Forces in que. 
ſion ever will, or can. 

Ir is generally agreed, that theſe Tenants made above 60000 Ven ; they had 
been obliged to attend the King at his Court, three times a Year, where all 
received Liveries, or other Donatives z and they were bound to him in Oaths, 
diftin& from the Oath of Allegiance, and without expreſs regard to the pre- 
ſervation of the Kingdom. King Jobn's Great Charter ſhews, that upon par. 
ticular Occaſions, they were all ro be Summoned ; and beſides theſe,the Kings 
uſed to iſſue our Commiſſions of Array, or of that kind 3 one of which, 1 find 
as early as King John's time, to all who had, or could procure, and bear Arms, 
to be at his Pay. Beſides theſe, the Kings had Soldiers conſtantly in Gariſon, 
and often kept Foreigners about their Perſons, and in ſuch numbers, as to 
give Terror to the Natives, In compariſon with ſuch a Power,having ſuch op. 
Portunities, What were the Proprietors of Land, and other Freemen , if the 
King at the head of his Tenants by Military-Tenure, and ſuch Foreiners, Ser- 
vants, and indigent Perſons as he could raiſe, ſhould have had a defign to En. 
groſs the Property of the Nation ? 'Tis certain, part of your Militia, but rather 
a Standing Army oppoſite to the Militia,joined with Foreigners, ,in ſupporting 
King Fobn inas great Extravagancies as ever the ſavage Mind of an Arbitrary 
Prince was carried toz and ſo far they once proceeded, towards ſubyerting the 
Monarchy , that he and his Barons, which, as appears by ſubſequent Declara- 
Surely, this is tions in Parliament, were not all the Baronage of England, but his Court, 

» more per- or Army of Tenants, by Military Tenure, made a formal Donation of the 
» than the Crown to the Pope, and made the King the Pope's Vaſſal; to whom he and 
of a Gene= your Militie,endeavoured to ſubjeCt the King om : and yet,notwithſtanding the 
al, who flew Advantage of ſuch an Army, and the Superſtition of that Age, which diſpoſed 
be Nobility ;t Men to ſubmit tothe Pope's Spiritual Authority, in order to SPirituals;z the 

Feaft, which ſenſe of the Engliſh Liberties, and that Spirit which has ſo often rouzed ir 
other trea- ſelf for the defence of 'em, had ſuch effeR, as juſtifies theapplying thar of the 
ous Man Poet, 
bt bave Strong Virtue, like firong Nature, ſiruggles ſlill , 

d Exerts it ſelf, and then throws off the 1U, 


You 
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You ſeem to Triumph with your Queſtions to your O!d Friends, whom you 
would have to be Apeſtate Patriots : * How comes an Army neceffary to our Pap. 253 
© Preſervation now, and never fince the Conqueſt hefore? You deſire to 
* know, whether the prevailing, Party in the Wars of 77h and Lancaſter, ever 
* atrempred to keep up a Standing Army, to \ pport themſelyes ? and ſay, 
© They had more ſenſe, than to Sacrifice their own Liberty, and more Honour : 
© than to enflave their Country, the more eaſily to carry on their own FaQtion, 
And farther, to gall the Apeſtates, as you call them, you ask, * Whether the Pag. 25+ 
© Spaniards were not as Powerful, as gv0d Souldiers, and as much our Enemies 
* as the French arenow 2 Was not Flanders as near us as France? And the 
* Popiſh Intereſt in Queen Elizabeth's time, as ſtrong as the Facobites now ? 
* And yet you ſay, That moſt excellent Princeſs never dream'd of a Standing Army, 
Totake a little Breathing.time, before one anſwereth ſuch ſtabbing Que- 
tions ; tho? I ſhall nor raiſe a Diſpute, Whether Calais is not nearer t 
Oſtend? or, Whether a!l the Force of Spain, could ſo cafily come hither from 
Flanders, as that of France from the ſeveral Neighbouring Ports? However, 
it may not be improper to ask you, 
1. Whether you do not here, and thro' out your Argument, beg the chief 
Queſtion, in ſuppoſing, that every Army which is compoſed of other Men + 
than your Militia, is, and muſt be, a Standing Army ? 
2, Whether you do not go upon the Suppoſition, that becauſe a Peace is 
Signed and Ratify'd, and we are, or may be, in ſuch a State of Defence as you 
_ that therefore there can be no need of an Army, but to ſupport a 
FaCtion ? 
' 3» Whether that Fain, according to the occaſion of your applying it, muſt 
not be intended, tnat Parry which would ſupport the Right of his preſent Ma- 
jeſly, againſt the Pretenſions of the late King ? 
But for a dire Anſwer to your Queſtions; I ſubmit theſe Particulars to 
your conſideration. 
1. That the contending Parties at the time of the Diviſion of the two Regal 
| Houſes, made uſe of all the Aſſiftances they could gain, both of Foreigners, 
as well as the Subjes of this Kingdom : and particularly, the firſt who ſet up 
a pretence of Right againſt the Choice of the Nation, had ſo little Honour, as 
to endeavour ro enſlave his Country to an abſurd Notion of Divine Right, and 
to cram it down with the help of Wild Ir; Cut-Throats. | 
2. The prevailing Party in theſe Times, had the diſpoſal of that Force, 
which, as I have ſhewn, was of the nature of a Standing Army, beſides the 
Auziliaries, by Commiſſions of Array, and the Souldiers in Garriſon, both here, 
and at Calais, and other Parts of France z from whence, they could cafily be 
brought hither. 
Over and above all theſe, for full Anſwer to your whole Argument, bur 
more particularly to your Queſtion, Whether the prevailing Party in the Wars of 
York and Lancafter,ever «tempted to keep up a Standing Army to ſupport themſelves ? 
it will appear, that your Queſtion here, was as hafty as your Cenſures: for 
they did the very thing,which you are ſure they abhorr'd ; and rhe Commons Pag. 30» 
of England, in your ſenſe, Signed and Sealed i heir own Ruin. x Cott on's Ab. ; 
Thus, 21 Hen. 6. they granted 20000 Archers for the King's Service, to be 550. Ro! .Par 


kept up for halfa year ; of theſe the King remitted 7009, but for 13000 =_ 3 »S__ 1 
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fy County was to bear its proportion : Theſe, I take it, the King had power 
of keeping up,for as many half Years ſucceffively as he thought fic; which T 
am induced to believe, by what is in Cotton's Abridgment of the Year, and the 
Parliament Roll, 12 Eds. 11. when Arrears due, by Virtue of the AR, 31 
Hen. VI. were remitted, 

But Hen. Vi. in conſideration of a Sum of Money, granted by the Com- 
mons, beſides what was appointed for maintaining the Army of Archers, was 
content to reſpite the Levyying of 'em for three Years, ualcſs drawn to it 

great neceflity. 

nd, probably, that very Reſpite coft him his Crown, or poſſibly the 
providing for thzic continuance, only half-yearly, 
part. 12 But the Parliament, 12 Fds, 4, being deſirous to take more effeCtual 
Ret. Fah : care, for rhe Feal and Suret; of the Realm, and the King's Royal Eflate, gite him 
Edw. IV. 0.9, Power, by Perſons whom he ſhould ordain, to Levy 13090 Archers, to be 
Rot, Parl. 13 KPE UP for a year at Pay, Provided by Parliament : and the next Parliament 
w. 4+ 0. 41. Provide for the ſame Number, for another year, 
; This, Gentlemen! 1 hope, may ſatisfie you, That maintaining an Army 
of Mercenaries withia the Kingdom, for a conyenieat time, is not Unpar- 


> 


liamentary. 

Whatever Advatitages Edw. 1V. might have had, for Enf{laving the Na- 
tion with his 13000 Archers, to back the Divine Right which then began its 
Triumph ; yet, among the Reftriftions which ſecured the Conſtitucion, we 
may well ſuppoſe, there was ſome Force, in the remembrance that his Parlia- 
ment did not ſuffer him to begin his Reign, before he had been formally 
ElefFed ; and after that, he was Eleiled again. 

3- The Misfortune of Hen. VI. who was by a weak, or treacherous Counſel, 
prevailed upon to truſt Richard Duke of 757k, with the Licutenancy of Ire 
land, and other Advantages z which raiſed him firſt, to a competition for 
| and then for the Crown ; may be of profitable Example to future 

mes. 

4+ It appears, that then, as now, they who were for the Duke of Y%rt, 
masked their Deſigns under the popular prerence of preſerving the Liberties 
of their Country. This pretence ſet up ack Cade with an Athenian,or Achaian 
Militia, of Coblers, and other Mob ; as they imagined, to reform the State : 
bur in truth, only to change their Mafters, and to ſacrifice the more Divine 
Right, founded upon the choice and intereſt of the People,to a miſtaken Noti- 
on , which, of it ſelf, abundantly confutes your Fancy of ſupporting Govern- 
ments, by a well-poizing the Ballance between your three States ; ſince this In- 
famous pretence to Divine Authority, almoſt without Arms or Money, ſapps 
the very Foundations of Civil Governments, and greatly diſables where ir 
does not overthrow. 

5s. I ſhould think it paſt Queſtion, That Queen Elizabeth, when threatned 

ag. 25. with the Spaniſh Invaſion, did dream of what you account a Standing Army. 
Here I muſt take leave, to encounter the Authority of your Afertions with 
Mr, Cambden, who informs us, That b:fides 20:00 Men, which 1 take to be 
Militia, placed along the Coatts of Sufez, that excellent Princeſs raiſed two 
Armiesof Choice, well Diſciplined , and Experienced Men; one under the Earl 
of Leiceſter, confitting of 1000 Horſe, and 22000 Foot, incamped at Tilbury ; 
the other under Lord Hunſdon, couliſting of 34000 Foot, and 2000 Horſe, to 
Guard the Queens Perſon, 
And 
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And yet, the then Council of War, did not think this ſufficient for the De- 
Fence of the Kingdom, agiiaſt ſo powerful an Enemy ; but adviſed the For: ify- 
ing and Manning Milford-baven, Falmouth, Plimouth, Parilana, Ile of Wight, 
Pertſmouth, all abouc the Downs, Thames Mou'h, Harwich, Tarmeuth, Hull, 49c, 

| That the Force then raiſed under thoſe two Lords, was a Standin, 41my, 
within your ſenſe, and apprehenſion of Danger, is evident : For, 

1, It was not the ordinary Militia of the Kingdom, 

2, lt exatly agrees with your Definition of a_ Standing Army, where 
one of you takes to himſelf the Glory of the Argument : * for here were Letter from ti 
* Horſe and Foot raiſed under Commiſions granted by the Queen, with Swords Authir of the 
* and Piſtols, Pikesand Muskets, Powder and Ball, to kill Men, Or, if Argument. 
they had not Muskets, they had the molt dangerous offenſive Weapons Pag. 5. Now 
then in uſe, as well as defenfive. T1l tell you, Sir, 

Here was what you muſt confeſs to have been, of the nature of a Standing what I appre= 
Army of 59000 Diſciplined and Experienced Men: by your Argument, they bend a Stand- 
ought never to haye been raiſed, becauſe of the danger of their ing Army to be. 
being alnays Standing ; and indeed, this muft be ſuppoſed according ta your ; 
uſual way of begging the Queſtion, and your very Definitioa of a Standing 
Army. And 1 ſhoul1 be glad to hear one good reaſon, Why 15000 or 20000, 
ſhould be more dangerous now, than 55000 were then ? Lnle(s you wil ay, 
we have not ſo much reaſon to truſt King #:Uiam,as the Nation had to believe, 
on Queen Elizabeth would not uſe thoſe Forces, for the deftroying the Con- 

itution, 

Whatever her Inclinations might have been, the Power of Spain, and com- 
p*ticion of the Queen of Scots, were ſufficient Reftraintsz and no Man can 
imagine, that His preſent Majefty, who could not be tempted to invade 
the Liberties of Holland, at the Head of a Powerful Army, tho' invited, 
and preſſed to ir, by neighbouring Princes ; ſhould not thiok the Power of 
France, and pretended Title of the late King, to be ſtrong Arguments on 
the fide of that Moderation, and love to Laws ; which, of themſelves, with- 
out Foreign Conſiderations, may aſſure us, that it is morally impoible for 
His Majefty, to quit the Glorious Character of Delrverer, derived from 
his Anceftors, and imbelliſhed by his own Actions. 

Nor, need 1 obſerve the obvious Reaſons, Why a Proteſtant Succeſſor 
is leſs to be ſeared than a Foreign Popiſh Prince, who has 300000 Men 'in 
Pay 3 has a Navy at leaſt not much inferior to Ours 3 and according to your 
Maxim, will certainly do all the Miſchief in his Power; and has fewer 
Obſtacles : For, 

1. Due Proviſion is made, for the Meeting and Sitting of the Lords and 
Commons, upon the Death of His Majeſty ; which will give them the op- 
portunity of making Terms, if they have any apprehenſion, that the Suc- 
ceflor would make ill uſe of his Power, 

2. The Succefſor coming to the Crown, by Virtue of the Att of Set. 
tlement, muſt necefſacily ftand upon that Bortom, which will make the 
National Jaterelt his own. DP WEN 

3. By illegal Violences, he would make void his Title, and give that 
Advantage to the late King, or pretended Prince of Wales, which no Man 


in his right wits could. 
i168 E 4. The 
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4- The Recent Example, maſt needs be too freſh in his Memory, for him 
eaſily to give way to thoſe Flatterers, who wonld pervert his |udgment. 

s. It is not to be preſumed, That the Revenue of the Crown will be 
cleared from Anticipations, and fetled longer than for King William's Life ; 
and Soldiers are not likely to ſerve a Prince, who can have no proſpe& of 
paying 'em without their conſent, againſt whom you fear, they ſhould 
be Employed. 

I will agree with the judicious Author of the Argument reflifyed, That 
2 Prince of the ſame Religion with his People, may be tempred to de- 
ftroy one Party, for the ſake of another ; yer 'tis certain, no inſtance of 
this, is applicable to our preſent Circumſtances : but, where the only Ti- 
tle by which Princes claim, is founded upon a Principle of Slavery, as is 
that Divine Right of Birth, aſcribed to James I. and his Succeffors, till #'il- 
liem 111. no wonder, that they ſhould be the only Favourites, who would 
contribute to the Enflaving a Free People : If the Nobiliry and Gentry, in 
whoſe Hands you think the Nation will always be ſafe, are at any time 
given up to that Deluſion z a Militia will do our buſineſs much more effettu- 
al'y than a' great Force, tho' all Foreigners. If Charles I, had had 
20000 Men before-hand wich the People, had but the People been anima- 
ted with a common ſenſe of the Oppreſlions they lay under, and the Right the 
Conftitution has given 'em of freeing themſelves, that 20coo wovld ſoon have 
moulder'd away, or tarn'd on rhe Peoples fide for Bread, But, the moſt of 
the Nobility and Gentry, except them who had learn'd Wiſdom at che Feet of 
Gamaliel, a Speaker of the Houſe of. Commons, ſo ſtrongly ſupported the then 
Queen's Popiſh Counſels, that England had been lolt, unleſs it had been 
help'd from Scotland : and yet Mr. Hobbs will tell you, Charles 1. might have 
ſubdued all that oppoſed him, had he aged without any regard to the 
Conftitution, and encouraged his Party with hopes of the Spoil of the 
Nation : thatis, had not the King been better inclined than his Nobility and 
Gentry, the common Man muft have worn Wooden Shoes before this time, 

But, whatever the | chance of Civil War has, or might have been, tis 
impoſſible that a Nation divided againſt ir ſelf, between Friends and Ene- 
mies to Liberty, ſhould long ſtand. If the Divifions grow high, and to- 
wards an equality, this will deftroy the Conſtitution without Armies : 
which was cevidently the Caſe of Denmark, howeyer you are pleaſed 
to repreſent it. on, 

1 wiſh 1 could ſay, we have no Diviſions of any conſequence among 
us ; yer 1 cannot but ſay, 'tis to me matter of Aﬀoniſhment, that Men, 
whoſe love to the Conftitution of this Monarchy, had ſubjected *om to the 
Scorn and inhuman Violencies of your new Patriots, ſhould, out of fimple 
good Nature, quit rhoſe Advantages which this Revolution had given 
em 3 not only to ſecure themſelyes againſt Tyranny for the future, but 
to turn the Scale of Power to their fide :: and thar, while Liberry is the 
Word, taken up by thoſe who muſt mean a Freedom from this Govern. 
meut;z honeſt Men, who lay gaſping at the Feet of theſe new Leaders 
to Liberty, ſhould chuſe, for the ſake of the Word, to give themſelves up 
to their former State of Bondage 3. when they might be ſecured of Liberty 


by 
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by that Power, which reftored it ; nor, unleſs they give in to their former 
Task-maſters, need fear, as you ſuggeſt, that thoſe ſhould ſupplant 'em in # 
Pritice's Fayour, to whom they be true, if they will be true to their 
own Principles z while the others at the beft, can be bur Renegadoes : and 
yet, Deſerters from the Enemy, will certainly deſerve more Fayour than 
our own Deſerters. 

Bit, whatever the private Thoughts and Cabals may be of the Party which 
has eyer oppoſed His Majeſties Right ; a Republican muſt be the Cats-foot to 
ſerie the Zealots for a French Monarchy ; who would be loath at this time, to 
be thought ſo regardleſs of our common Safety in his Majefties Life, as to 
argue, That 15000 Men will bring « certain Ruine upon us, as if they were 
as many Millions : your Reaſons for which, 1 ſhall not at preſent examine, 


Pag. 12, 


fince by the ſame Rule of Proportion, 15 Men will bring as certain Ruine }. 


as I5000 3 at leaft, you know, 50 Men briogs it up to the Story of Piſſtratus, 

And thus, by nearer conſequence than any thing in your Argument, not 
only the Horſe and Foot-Guards, but the Yeomen and Band of Penſioners 
ought to be diſmiſs'd ; nor ſhould any of our Maritine Towns be Gariſon'd, 
but be left open, becauſe Foreign Popiſh Princes are more to be trufted 
than a Pr.teſtant King. 

But, Gentlemen-! as you ſay of others, 'tis evident, all your Fear lyes one 
way z if there were any of that circumſpeCtion which becomes Wiſe Men, 
you would with your Friend, who has gently corretted your Argument, hare 
an Eye towards France: whoſe Truth 1fſhould rather call in queſtion, than 
King William's. You may obſerve from your Friend, the Wealth of their 
Clergy, who would bleed freely for a Religious War ; that the Poyerty 
of the Nation may render their Armies the more formidable ; and that the 
poſſibility is not remote of an Union between France and Spain: to which, 
I may add, That if this ſhould happen, Holland mutt give up its Ships to the 
diſpoſal of ſuch a Neighbour, upon the Continent. 

However, in the mean time, you would do well to teach our Admiralty, 


how many Ships they ought to place about Falmouth, or the Lands End, and Pag. 19. 


how many in the Channel : © that, one of the Squadrons ſhall not on! 
be able to fall upon the French , from which {oever of their Ports, or with 
whatever Wind they come 5 but, to be fure, that the S3uadron which firft 
meets 'em, ſhall not be beaten; or if it ſhould be diſabled, the Ships which 
remain, ſhould repel the united Naval Force from Thoulon, as wejlas the Ports 
near our Coalls. 


1 may here remind you of your Maxim ; What hapned yeſterday, will come to Pag. 5. 


paſs again: You know Foreigners haye often Landed upon us with great 
Forces, in ſpight of all our precaution; and Native pretenders, of any Re- 
ſolution, have ſeldom wanted great Numbers from abroed, co make 'em dan- 
gerous to them, who haye been in poſlefſion of the Governm<nt, And 
there have been Times, when notwithſtanding full notice of intentions of 1n« 
vading us, the Arming at Land, andthe utmoſt care of Naval Force, have 
not prevented the Landing of great Armies: for which, I need initance 
only the ſucceſsful Attempt of William 1. who, if we believe the mo(t Anthen. 
rick Hiſtorians of and near the-time, Landed with 50000 Horſe-men, or the 
better ſort of Soldiers, befades Foot : - it cannoc be forgotten, that the 
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diſaffe@ted Party here, were in ſuch readineſs when the French Arrnics were 
kept at a Bay by the Allies, that they deſired only 10000 from abroad. 

Suppoſe at leaſt that by a miracle, a great Foreign Force ſhould Land among 
us, or come from Scotland, which is part of ovr Continent, what Proviſion 
have you made for receiving 'em otherwiſe, than with open Arms ? 

No doubt you expe in an inſtant to commence better Engineers than Mon- 
fieur Vauban, to fortify your ſelyes, or retake any of our Martine Towns, 
tho'fortify'd chicfly againſt the Land, as it were on purpofe to try your Skill. 
No doubt a Roman Common-wealth wherein the to; nmr was General, and 
every Artificer a diſciplined Soldier, will ſtart up to ſupport our Regular Mi- 
litia: or elſe that, having in 'em all the valour of the Nation, 40000 which is 
not 10co for every County in England and Wales (and by the Militia-Laws, are 
not toſtir out of the County, but upon an InſurreQion, Rebellion, or Invatt- 
on) will ſecure all places from Ravage, and then your 20000 kept in a Body, 
will be able to reſcue the Spoil out of their Hands. After all, the miſchiefof 
it is, that you have not allow'd your 20000 Heroes, a Months time for making 
themſelves as Expert Soldiersas they who were at the Sicge of Namur : yet they 
may be allowed to bear Fireing as well as the Norfolk and Suff//h Miluia did, 
within time of Memory, upon the Landing ofa Dutch Company. 

But ſhould Men ſomething more 1nured to the Hardſhips and Dangers of 
War,be continued for the Encouraging and Diſciplining theſe ;- I would glad- 
ly know which would anſwer your pleaſant Simile of Clipp'd Money ; and if 
the ſame AR of Parliament which provided for the longer ſubſiſtance of ſome of 
theſe Forces ſhould preſcribe a method for Regulating the Militia, would it not 
ſpoil a good Jeſt? And would not your Story about the Voting Guards a 
Nuſance be Urged as wiſely as thoſe proceedings, not long ſince, when your 
Reddy Patrints, after full notice that there are 14 or 15000 Men in Pay, how 
big ſoever they talk'd, were ſo far fromabating the Nuſance, that they Voted 

* 700000/.befides the 2000001. of a former Summ,remaining Uncollefed : which 
was by plain intendment for the continuance of the Nuſance;z which a certain 
Patriot would have coloured over with the pretence,that might be apply'd to 
the Navy. ; 

But what greater abſurdity can there be,than to argue fromthe ſafety in ſuch 
Militia's as were of Old, to the prefent ? or how fairly do you repreſent 
your Friend Mr. Harrington, whom you pretend to follow,as liying the Founda- 
tion of his Oceana in a train'd Militia; when it is a Militia which he would have 
eſtabliſhed after the Example of the Ancients, to the ſetting aſide cf yours : 
which after all the noiſe, you make with it,not only is ſupply'd by Hireliogs, 
but they from a ſmall part of the Proprietors : In the Counties none are 
chargeable who have not 50 4 a year or 6001, in Money, and in Cities only the 
Houle-keepers fend 3 who make the leaſt partof the People who are concern'd 
for the defence of Property : and 'ill very lately, the Papiſts and Nonſwearers 
choſe the Men who were to ſerve for them : and you know they would chuſe 
ſuch as they could rely on. 

This Militia I muſt own is as well apply'd to your Notion, as your Stories : 
and you are as conſiſtent with your ſelves as with Mr. Harrington : for whoſe 
Ballance of Power in Property of Land, you have deviſed ſuch a Ballance as ne- 
ver was, nor will be ; that 1s, if one can take it right, ſuch a proportion 
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of natural ſtrength in the Hands of each of your Stater,as ſhall of it ſelf, without 
regard to the obligation of Laws and Duty, enable each of them to ſecure their Pag. 4s 
ſhare in theGovernment,and keep 'em together in a condition only not Immor- 

tal: and after all,this is not condias with the care expreſſed for preſerving the y;7 of Adil 
King as one of the three States : unleſs his Property be at leaſt equal to either of ;;,7; *- / 
the other : for the Militza,you ſay ought to be in the Proprietors, and where ding Armies. 
the Militia 1s, there you ſay will be the Government ; upon this account, 4 pj —— 
Friend of yours of greater calmneſs, but leſs caution,is ſo open as to argue, that - 
the Crown ought not to be truſted with the Militia : but I leave it to him and 

you to agree, whether the Militia is now in the Hands of the King, or of the 7 50 _ 
Nobility, Gentry and Frecholders. the. 

And | ſhall leave it to your Friendly CorreQor to convince you, that he has Pag. 20, 
made the ovly conclufion to your premiſes, which is, that all the Males of 
the Nation ſhould be brought to the uſe of Arms : I may add,the reſtoring this, 4 | 
which our Conſtitution requircd, would be a more effeQual way than you rgument, 
propoſe, for ſecuring our Liberties :, and if the other part of the Conſtitution Pag. 16. 
were maintaind, requiring all to be Sworn to the King and Kingdom ; it would 
ſecure the Crown,that our Liberty ſhould not be turn'd into Licenticuſneſs, 

But if you will flick to your new Friends,you muſt quit theſe great Points of 
that Conſtitution for which you ſeem ſo much concern'd : you raay remember, 
they would have made an attempt of the firit at Boden Downs, Treaſon, in the 
late Earl of Warrington 3 and the other comes too near an Oath of Abjuration, 
tobe Reliſh'd by them. 

As to your Examplesand Applications z fince you have put me upon Scri- 
ptural Alluſjons, I cannot but reſemble 'em to Nebuchadnezzar's Viſion, where 
the ſhining Image. with a Gol len Head, had Feet of Iron and Clay, 

It may, poſſibly, be my misfortune to make an.Inglorious Addition to your 
Triumphover their Confidence, who preſume to offer any thing contrary to 
that with which you have-a third time importun'd the publick : and whether Preface to 
this laſt pang be not a third Birth of the Mountain, neither you nor I are fit to Second part 
determine. . 

But when Men have a warmth for an argument, ſome would be apt to re- ihe guns 
ſemble'em to that happy 4rhenian, who fancy'd himſelf owner of all the Ships 
in the Harbour : 'tis certain matters the moſt diftant and contrary, ſhall be 
preſs'd into the Service: nor has this more appear'd in your firſt Part, than in 
the ſecond, 

When the heat of your Argument is over, it might be no hard matter to 
convince you,how little reaſon you have to apply the conceſſion of a Parliament 
7 H. 3. about Wardſhips, to what were likely to be the conſequence of a 
Parliament's truſtiog HisMajeſty (with ſuch Forces as they ſhould judge necefla» 
ry for the publick ſafety. ; Becauſe notwithſtanding the better Authority you 
have for this,. than for moſt of your other Stories ; it is a very great Queſtion, 
whether the A& aboutWardſhips was more than declaratory of that part of the 
Feudal Law received here long before. 

2. Whatever of that kind was given to H. 3, there was not that neceſſi- 
ty, which would be anſwerable for the conſequences of what is now your on- 


ly fear, 
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3. The copfoqueneeset a Confidence in ſucha Prince as H. 3. would be no 
| Argument againſt truſting W. 3. = 

to the inſtance of the illegal Violences of R. 2. by an Arm'd Force ; beſides 

that, they were encouraged by the Opinions of ſuch Judges as His Majeſty has 

ſecured us againſt; and that the Force was ſuch as any ill Prince may draw to- 

ether without the affiſtance of Regular Troops, legally raiſed and kept up; 

the event is forme confutation of your Argumeat : fince his Life Guard of 

4000 _— ſupported by Weſtminſler-hat, were not able to keep the Crown 

upon ns . , 

Pafter all your Flouriſhes about our Guard of winged Courſers, which render 

England, tho' not ſurrounded with the Water, Media inſuperabilis Und : At 
laſt you are ſo condeſcending, to admit the French may Land 20009 Men in our 
Country: and why not as many as WW. 1. Landed with ? 
” Butthen you will have it, that we muſt needs deſtroy their Shipping and cut 
off their Supplies : To be even with you in conceſfions; I will admit it certain 
that we ſhall be ſuperiour at Sea, tho' our firſt Squadron ſhould be diſabled : 
But then you muſt agree to me, that if they Land, and with the Party they 
have here overturn the Government z even our Ships muſt come under them, 
or ſeek their Fortunes elewhere. 

Indeed as you can ſee no danger from the French; you have provided an Ar- 
my to Beat 'emif they ſhould Land upon us; and that without the help of your 
Train'd Militia : theſe are the Army of Scythe and Club-Men, who were ready 
to Encounter the French upon the falſe alarm of their Landing at the Iſland of 
Purbeck ! Yet you ſhould confider, 

1, Iftheſe are able to refiſt a French Invaſion, much Tore could they keep 
off the danger of ſuch an Army at home, as you iuppoſe would ruin us as cer- 
tain as by twenty Millions. ; 

2. The Conſternation' London was in when they thought the Diſbanded 7rifþ 
were coming thither z may convince you how ditferent the caſe would be,if the 
French ſhould Land near London, or only King James's his 1:iſh army ; who have 
Fought v well when they had not their Bogs to fly to, and, at the deciſive 
Battel jaſtify'd your own Oblervation, that it was almojt a miracle we Con- 

d 'em. 

Yet I believe you are very much out in your Reck'aing, when” you affirm, or 
infinuate, that we had 8000 Horſe, and above 30000 Foot in Treland for four 
Years before we Conquer'd 'em ; the much leſs number with which Duke 
SchmburgLanded,and ſecured his Footing, 'till he could have farther Supplies ; 
may be a farther confutation of your Argument, that a numerous Militia muſt 
ticeds Starve the Forces whick can Land fromabroad : befides you well know, 
that the 1riſþ Militia,thro' our divifions here, and the artifices of ſome of your 
new Friends,had full time to become a diſciplined Army, with the help of the 
French mix'd with 'em. ; 

But, Gentlemen! fince you will have it, that the ib 'Troops are the 
French King's, and no Man but a publick Boutefeu, would have the confidence to 
ſay, he will lend them to King James to invade us; to convince you, that they will 
rather deſerve this Charattcr, who inſinuate, that there is more danger from 
King Wilam, and his Succeſſor, upon the AR of Settlement ; than from a Re- 

4 Eneny, by ſeveral Parliaments calted the Ancient Enemy of this Realm ; 
be 
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be pleaſed to read the laſt Paris Gazette, printed by Authority,which ſtiles the pris Gay, 
late King, King of Great Britain ; and our King only the King : but cannot ſurely, p,. , 4 > 
mean, the King of Great Britain z it being certain, there 1s but one ſach King, * | 
If therefore, we may credit the Paris Gazette, the Triſh are ſtill the /ate King's 
SubjeRts; and for France to ſuffer him to uſe his own Subjetts, can be no lend- 
ing them, and therefore, no infraftion of the Peace; not to mention other 
plain conſequences, which I hope, may be prevented: yet, it can hard- 
ly be thcught, that wary. Gazetteer, would ſo often, as he does, _— 
that Stile tothe late King, were it not from ſome affurance that there 
beno Regular Troops to oppoſe him ; or on purpoſe to encourage a Party to 
perſiſt in their clamour againſt them. 

The obvious «conſequences of this News from France, which T thiak 
none of you will deny, might ferve for a confutation of all your labour'd 
Arguments: Yet if more be wanting to make you a little leſs affur'd 
of enjoying your Triumph 3 I may thank you for ſupplying me with the Au- 
thorities you have cited, or referr d to, in your laſi Effort. 

You may pleaſe to remember, in your Firſt Part you had thefe words: 
I believe no Man will deny, but if Charles I. had 5000 Men before-hand with us, Argument. 
the People had never ſtruck a ſtroke for their Liberties, Now, if I prove from your Pag. 14+ 
own Authorities,that he had above 7000 Men before-hand, will it not be very 
unlucky : 

= 5 thooght fit, out of Ruſhworth, to cite Sir Robert Cotton's Advice to Ruſhowh+ 
Charles I. who tells that King, the dangerous Diſtaſtes to the People, are. not a f. 19+ 
little improved by the unexampled Courſe, as they conceive, of retaining an Inland 
Army in Winter Seaſon. If you look a little backwarder in Ruſhworth, you 
will find, of how many this Army fo retained, conſiſted ; this was the Army 
which had been in the unfortunate Expedition to the Ifle of Rhee : for which, f+ 427+ 
they firſt Ship'd 6 or 7 thouſand Land-Soldiers, and after, added 1600 Eng- f. 453. 
liſh and Iriſh : Wherefore, notwithſtanding our loſs, it may well be ſuppoſed, 
that above 7000 remained : theſe, as you inform us from Sir Robert Cotton, were 
kept up : circumſtances ſhew, it was in a time of Peace : 'twas in the Third 
of his Reign,before ever the People thought of ſecuring themſelves ; and there- 
fore the King had the greater opportunity of enſlaving 'em: and tho' Charles T. 
then manifeſted his Arbitrary Diſpoſition, had been beforchand with the Peo« 
ple with ſucha Force, and was twelve years after ſubduing the Nation, by” 
the help of his Clergy, Nobility and Gentry, who perſuaded and enabled him, to 
keep off the Meetings of Parliaments; yet, that generous Horſe, which you 
give for our Hieroglyphick, threw off its Rider ; but, after its proud prancing 
1n the Field, where it was goared with Wild Beaſts, again ſhew'd it ſelf ma- 
nageable; till the Folly and Cruelty of the Hereditary Riders forc'd it,to chuſe 
that gentle Hand, which no doubt, may ſoon truſt it with a looſe Rein. 

What is now fit, is ſubmitted to the fudament and Proviſion of His Majefty 
and His Parliament : which, as it has Ueclared, That the keeping.a Standing Ar- 
my within this Kingdom in time of Peace, unleſs is be with conſent of Parliament, is 
againſt Law ;, admits the Suppoſition, That there may be good cauſe for kee 
ing up Regular Forces, with ſuch conſent, even in Times of Peace; at leaft, 
while a Peace is young 3 and the means of preſerving it,are under conſideration. 

Not here to repeat your Miſtakes in Fat or Application, I ſhall deſire 


you 


you to conſider, Whether truth of ar and right Reafos, will not ks 
theſe Propoſicions as certain as any of your Maxim ? 
' x. That all Governments arc ſubje to ſuch Agcionts, az may at ſome» 
yore than uſual Confidence to be plac'd ſomewhere. 
| may be ſife, not only in time War, but in the ſecureſt State of 
Abroad ; if there ha A any violent oi of divided Parties, 
ion in any of the Conſtituent Parts of the Government. 
3 I&cafc of Danger from Abroad, Diſtruſt is more likely to be fatal than 
Coen and has the more by had ſuch EffeRs. 
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